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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Rateable  Value  of  General  Rate:  £36,159. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate:  £141. 

Area  of  district:  1,280  acres. 

Population:  7,880. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  : 2,520. 

Birth  Rate:  21.1  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate:  14.9  per  1,000  population. 

Infantile  Death  Rate:  30  per  1,000  births  registered. 
Zymotic  Death  Rate : Nil. 

Rainfall : 23.72  inches. 


] o the  C hairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 


September,  1949 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report. 

On  July  5th,  1948,  the  bulk  of  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation.  It  is  natural 
therefore  that  my  report  should  consist  largely  of  a general 
account  of  the  services  provided  under  the  new  arrangements. 

t will  be  noticed  that  as  far  as  Horbury  is  concerned  there  are 
iew  changes. 

A study  of  the  vital  statistics  shows  that  generally 
Horbury  has  shared  in  the  improvements  which  have  occurred 
in  the  country  as  a whole.  While  this  may  be  reasonable 
cause  for  satisfaction  it  is  certainly  no  excuse  for  complacency. 

Finally  1 acknowledge  gratefully  the  kind  co-operation  of 
the  other  officials  of  the  Council  and  the  Committee  itself. 

I am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  EVANS, 
Divisional  Medical  Officer. 


SECTION  A 
SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Woollen  and  worsted  manufacturing,  railway  wagon  and 
motor  body  building,  oil  works,  dyeing,  mining  machinery, 
and  the  manufacture  of  athletic  and  sports  requisites  continue 
the  main  industries  of  the  district,  while  a proportion  of  the 
male  population  find  employment  in  the  coal  mines  in  the 
adjacent  districts. 

The  industries  of  the  district  continue  to  be  fully  occupied. 
The  major  units  employ  approximately  3,500  workers,  of  whom 
nearly  1,500  live  in  Horbury. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 

The  number  of  births  in  1948,  after  adjusting  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  was  : — 


dve  Births  : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

• • • • 

56 

67 

123 

Illegitimate 

... 

2 

5 

7 

58 

72 

130 

6 


Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F.  Total 
4 1 5 

1 — 1 


5 1 6 

The  number  of  still  births  in  1948  was  6 — not  a very 
considerable  number,  but  nevertheless  it  should  be  remembered 
that  many  still  births  can  be  prevented  by  proper  ante-natal 
supervision.  Our  knowledge  of  the  Rhesus  factor  in  human 
blood  and  nutrition  in  expectant  mothers  have  led  to  a striking 
diminution  in  the  still  birth  rate  in  the  country  as  a whole. 
The  services  are  available  in  Horbury  to  give  the  mothers  the 
full  benefit  of  these  advances  and  they  must  be  encouraged  to 
make  full  use  of  them. 

The  number  of  still  births  represents  a rate  of  44.1  per 
1,000  live  births. 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  16.5. 
DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1948,  after  adjusting  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  was  : — - 

Males  50  Females  48  Total  98 
This  gives  an  Annual  Death  Rate  of  12.4  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

A table  showing  the  causes  and  ages  at  death  is  shown  on 

page  7. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  under  one  year  of  age 
was  : — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — 1 4 


2 2 4 

This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  30  per  1,000  of 
the  births  registered.  The  causes  of  death  were  : — 
Congenital  malformation  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


4 

As  has  been  pointed  out  before,  with  small  populations 
wide  fluctuations  are  to  be  expected.  Last  year  there  were  ten 
deaths  under  1 year  and  four  this  year.  The  corresponding 
rates  are  60  and  30. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  3 cases  the  cause  of  death  is  given 
as  congenital  malformations.  This  is  a group  about  which 
our  knowledge  of  prevention  and  treatment  is  small.  It  is, 
however,  increasing  and  +he  hard  core  of  unavoidable  infant 
deaths  should  diminish  vear  bv  vear. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
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v. 
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SECTION  B 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  s 
PMblic  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  Wakefield.  The  service 
is  comprehensive  and  free. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

On  July  5th  the  County  Council  took  over  all  the 
ambulance  services  of  the  County  districts.-  Horbury  is  now 
served  by  the  depot  in  Wakefield.  Under  the  National  Healtn 
Service  this  is  a free  service.  Unfortunately  there  has  been 
a tendency  to  overload  it  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  genera1 
public  will  come  to  appreciate  their  responsibilities  for  keeping 
the  service  available  for  those  whose  need  is  real,  by  calling 
upon  it  as  little  as  possible.  The  difficulties  of  the  service 
have  been  enhanced  by  the  high  wastage  of  old  vefrcle  > 
inherited  from  some  authorities  and  the  difficulty  in  getting 
new  vehicles.  The  situation  in  this  respect  is  improving 
slowly. 

(c)  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

On  July  5th  this  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Leeds 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Board  have  made  no  change 
that  affects  Horbury.  Patients  continue  to  be  admitted  to  the 
former  Wakefield  Municipal  Hospital. 

(d)  General  Hospital  Facilities 

The  Leeds  Regional  Board  is  now  responsible  for  the 
hospitals  used  by  the  people  of  Horbury.  It  is  evident  that 
this  Region  suffers  in  the  general  .shortage  of  beds,  particularly 
for  the  chronic  sick.  The  establishment  of  a bed  bureau  would, 
I believe,  go  far  to  assist  doctors  in  finding  accommodation  for 
this  type  of  case  and  for  emergencies. 

(e)  Nursing  Homes 

There  is  only  one  private  nursing  home  in  the  district  and 
this  provides  accommodation  for  maternity  and  general  cases. 

(f)  Domiciliary  Nursing 

The  work  of  the  Horbury  District  Nursing  Association 
was  taken  over  on  July  5th  by  the  County  Council.  It  is 
sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  spirit  of  goodwill  and  the 
inspiration  to  serve  one’s  neighbours  which  kept  this  and  other 
similar  bodies  working  with  such  splendid  results  will  not  now 
be  lost  to  the  community. 
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1 he  nurse  appointed  by  the  Association,  Nurse  Bate, 
continues  her  work  in  the  district  and  it  appears  to  be  very 
m u c h a pp r e c i a t e d . 

(g)  Venereal  Diseases 

The  centre  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  is  at  the 
Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

(h)  Maternity  Services 

Institutional  Accommodation  was  taken  over  by  the  Leeds 
Regional  Board  as  part  of  the  hospital  service.  The  County 
Medical  Officer  continued  by  arrangement  with  the  Board  to 
administer  the  booking  arrangements  for  institutions  formerly 
under  the  County  Council. 

Under  this  system  priority  is  given  to  complicated  cases, 
those  with  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  and  those  having 
their  first  babies.  Recommendations  are  made  by  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  report  of  the 
doctor  or  nurse  concerned  to  the  County  Medical  Officer’s 
Department.  Here  applications  from  all  divisions  are  collated 
and  the  available  accommodation  booked.  On  the  whole  this 
system  has  worked  satisfactorily,  though  with  the  present 
shortage  of  beds  there  are  bound  to  be  some  disappointments. 
Of  the  136  births  in  the  district  68  were  born  in  institutions. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

These  are  held  weekly  in  the  Congregational  Church 
Hall.  There  were  448  attendances  during  the  year. 

Domiciliar}7'  Midwife 

There  is  one  midwife  (Nurse  Cass)  responsible  for 
domiciliary  midwifery  in  the  district.  She  attended  47  cases 
as  midwife  and  1 as  maternity  nurse. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  during  the  year. 


(i)  Child  Welfare 

Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  Congregational  Church  Hall. 
Dr.  Alan  Green  is  the  medical  officer. 

The  attendances  during  the  year  were  : — 

Children  under  1 year  Children  aged  1-5  years 
1,925  ' 619 
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As  these  figures  testify  there  is  no  doubt  that  these  clinics 
are  popular  and  that  they  are  an  important  factor  in  main- 
taining the  health  of  the  children.  Much  of  the  credit  for  the 
success  of  the  clinics  must  go  to  the  voluntary  committee  who 
for  many  years  have  worked  there.  They  are  responsible  for 
that  homely  and  friendly  atmosphere  which  makes  the  Clinic 
attractive  to  mothers  as  well  as  much  practical  assistance  to 
the  staff. 

ddie  Health  Visitor  in  charge  of  the  Clinic  is  Nurse  Dyson, 
who  is  also  responsible  for  Home  Visiting  and  the  many  other 
aspects  of  welfare  work.  She  is  also  responsible  for  this  work 
in  Middlestown  and  Netherton. 

(j)  School  Health  Service 

Nurse  Howell,  Assistant  Health  Visitor,  is  responsible  for 
nursing  duties  in  the  schools  of  Horburv.  There  were  943 
children  on  the  registers  of  Horburv  schools,  200  of  these 
received  routine  medical  examinations. 

The  nutrition  of  children  is  classified  at  these  inspections 
and  the  results  are  as  follows  : — 

A.  — Good  ....  ...  ...  27  13.5%, 

B.  — Normal  ...  ...  ...  167  83.5% 

C— Poor  6 3.0% 

The  school  clinic  is  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  Hall,  Dr.  Hargreaves  attends  one  session  a 
week.  ‘ There  were  2,309  attendances  at  95  sessions. 

DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  ROUTINE  EXAMINATIONS 

54  defects  were  recommended  for  treatment  and  51  for 
observation. 

CUE  AN  LI  NESS  SURVEY 


2,288  head  inspections  were  carried  out  in  13  sessions  and 
204  cases  of  infestation  were  found.  While  this  represents  a 
fair  result,  there  is  obviously  room  for  improvement.  Some 
improvement  would  no  doubt  follow  if  the  children  could  be 
inspected  and  treated  more  frequently.  This,  however,  is 
impossible  while  nurses  are  as  scarce  as  they  are  at  present. 
The  most  likely  means  of  improvement  is  education  of  parents 
and  young  adults,  particularly  young  women  to  whom  their 
permanent  waves  are  more  important  than  cleanliness. 
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A few  years  ago  difficulty  arose  because  of  a natural 
reluctance  to  use  an  application  on  the  hair  which  was  oily  and 
had  a distinctive  and  unpleasant  smell.  Modern  applications, 
however,  are  not  oily,  have  a slight  but  pleasant  odour  and 
have  a much  more  lasting  effect.  Furthermore  they  are 
practically  100  per  cent,  effective  if  properly  used. 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
remarks  on  this  subject  in  his  report  for  the  year  1947.  “ With 

the  more  effective  methods  of  treatment  and  prevention  now 
available  a far  greater  improvement  might  reasonably  have 
been  expected,  and  a renewed  attack  on  this  anti-social  pes-t 
both  in  the  school  and  in  the  national  health  service  is  called 
for.  Better  education  of  the  public  in  the  care  of  the  hair 
seems  essential  in  the  industrial  areas,  and  the  co-operation  of 
hairdressers  should  again  be  sought.” 

(k)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  106  children  received  a full  immunising 
course,  and  39  children  received  reinforcement  doses. 

The  total  number  of  children  in  Horbury  who  have  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st 
December,  1948,  is  725. 

This  represents  42.1  per  cent,  of  the  total  child  population. 

(l)  Home  Help  Service 

The  purpose  of  this  service  is  to  supply  domestic  assistance 
to  families  where  the  mother  is  confined  at  home  and  in  other 
cases  where  for  one  reason  or  another  the  mother  is  unable 
to  continue  her  household  duties.  The  service  is  not  free,  but 
the  scale  of  assessment  for  recovery  of  charges  is  a generous 
one,  and  in  many  cases  no  charge  is,  in  fact,  made. 

The  service  is  run  on  a divisional  basis,  helpers  being 
required  to  work  anywhere  in  the  division  within  reasonable 
travelling  time  of  their  homes. 

Women  who  have  the  time  and  the  vocation  for  this 
important  form  of  social  work  are  hard  to  find,  and  as  the 
service  becomes  better  known  the  demand  for  it  strains  our 
resources  to  the  utmost.  It  is  therefore  important  in  this 
sphere  as  in  others  in  our  system  of  social  service  that  it  should 
be  used  economically  so  that  those  whose  need  is  real  do  not 
call  upon  it  in  vain. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(a)  Water  Supply 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  supply  during  the  year. 
It  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Dewsbury  and  Batley  Joint 
Water  Board  and  the  Wakefield  Corporation.  Every  house  in 
the  District  has  a piped  supply. 

The  supply  from  all  sources  mentioned  is  quite  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  in  quantity  and  is  controlled  at  the  distribu- 
tion point  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination 
monthly,  in  addition  to  which  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
taken  samples  locally  with  the  following  results  : — 


Samples  taken  26th  May,  1948: — 

[.—-Dewsbury  Supply. 

43,  Co-operative  Street,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  coliform  count : — 

Coliform  bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — nil. 

2. — Wakefield  Supply. 

2,  Green  Park  Avenue,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  coliform  count : — - 

Coliform  bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — nil. 

Samples  taken  4th  June,  1948: — 

3.  — Wakefield  Supply. 

1,  Dudfleet  Yard,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  coliform  count : — 

Coliform  bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — nil. 

Samples  taken  5th  October,  1948: — 

4.  — Dewsbury  Supply. 

43,  Co-operative  Street,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  coliform  count : — 

Coliform  bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — nil. 

5.  — Wakefield  Supply. 

9,  East  Avenue,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  coliform  count : — - 

Coliform  bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — nil. 

All  these  samples  are  satisfactory  according  to  Ministry  of 
Health  standards. 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  svstem  discharges  at  the 
outfall  works  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Calder  at  Horburv 
Junction  and  is  dealt  with  in  an  efficient  manner,  the  plant 
having  electrically-driven  pumps,  automatically  controlled. 
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The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  district  is  generally 
satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  Horbury  Bridge  section, 
which  is  a constant  source  of  nuisance.  Thirty-three  houses 
are  not  on  the  water  carriage  system  and  these  are  not  within 
reasonable  distance  of  a sewer,  10  being  on  the  far  side  of  the 
river  at  Broad  Cut. 

(c)  River  and  Streams 

The  law  relating  to  the  prevention  of  pollution  of  rivers 
and  streams  in  the  Urban  Area  is  administered  by  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers  Board. 

No  instance  of  pollution  requiring  treatment  was  reported 
during  the  year. 

(d)  Housing 

The  scarcity  of  houses  in  the  district  and  overcrowding 
problems  continue  to  receive  attention.  For  details  of  houses 
completed  and  under  construction  see  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
section  of  this  report. 

SECTION'  D 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


U rider  1 year 

m 

5h 

6 

cj 

2 

ci 

<p 

P-y 

CC 

CM 

3- — 4 years 

4 — 5 years 

5 — 10  years 

— 

10 — 20  years 

! 

I 20 — 35  years 

cz 

<D 

iO 

LQ  i 
CC 

45 — 65  years 

65  years  & over 

Hospital 

Total 

& 

+-> 

O 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

i 

1 

1 2 

4 

1 1 

7 

24 

23 

i 

4 

69 

73 

_ 

Measles 

6 11 

111 

19 

16 

49 

8 

1 

2 

121 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

9 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

3 

5 

— 

Erysipelas 

| 1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

1 — 

Poliomyelitis 

| 1 

1 

1 

| — 

Para  Typhoid 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 — 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

i 1 

J 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever  and  measles  constituted  the  chief  problem 
numerically.  The  two  cases  of  paratyphoid  are  of  some 
interest.  The  first  was  a small  boy  who  fell  into  a settling 
tank  at  the  .sewage  works.  This  apparently  was  the  source  of 
his  infection  as  the  organism  was  found  in  a sample  from  the 
tank.  This  boy  then  went  home  and  infected  his  sister.  With 
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the  co-operation  of  Dr.  Lane,  of  the  Wakefield  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  efforts  were  made  to  trace  the  source  of  the 
infection  by  testing'  back  along  the  sewers.  Unfortunately, 
after  some  positive  results  the  samples  became  negative  before 
any  useful  conclusion  could  be  drawn. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  new  case 
of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
One  case  died,  showing  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  as  follows : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 


M.  F.  Total 

8 7 15 

2 2 4 
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9 19 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

August,  1949. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1948. 

The  Public  Health  problems  during  this  year  have  been 
many  and  varied.  New  difficulties  bring  with  them  the 
opportunity  of  acquainting  the  general  public  with  the 
importance  of  preventative  measures  and  more  than  ever 
before  the  questions  of  personal  hygiene,  clean  food,  and 
good  housing  have  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
country. 

The  Health  and  Cleansing  Department  can,  and  is  always 
willing  to,  advise  and  assist  the  general  public  in  such 
matters  as  housing  repairs  and  all  conditions  likely  to  be 
prejudicial  to  health,  food  supplies,  milk  production,  water 
supplies,  air  pollution,  rodent  and  pest  control,  and  disposal 
of  refuse. 

For  the  first  time,  this  year  a small  number  of  photo- 
graphs have  been  reproduced  in  the  report  to  emphasize  and 
illustrate  various  sections.  All  of  these  were  taken  within 
the  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  the  co-operation  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  all  the  members  of  the  Council 
has  been  greatly  appreciated.  Their  helpful  attitude  and- 
staunch  support  have  been  a great  incentive  and  I tender  my 
most  sincere  thanks  to  them. 


SECTION  E 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Summary  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 
Nuisances,  housing,  and  re-visits  ... 

Butchers  and  food  shops  ... 

Choked  drains  and  drainage  works  in  progress 
Disinfestation  ... 

Farms 

Factories  and  workshops 
Filthy  and  verminous  premises 


1869 

120 

80 

16 

15 

90 

14 
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Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  42 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  22 

Inspections  of  pig's  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  56 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  83 

Milk  supply 

Samples  for  Methylene  Blue  test  Accredited 

Samples  for  Methylene  Blue  test  Ungraded  ...  6 

Samples  for  Tuberculosis  Test  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rats  and  Mice  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  supply: — 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  4 

2707 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION  OF 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
Choked  drains...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■ ...  ...  13 

Damp  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  ashhins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Rats  and  Mice  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Nuisances  from  smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  brickwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Absence  of  water  closet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Absence  of  water  closet  drain  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dirty  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Absence  of  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  downpipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  kitchen  rang'es,  hearths  ...  ...  ...  14 

Infestations  of  bed  bugs  and  coch roaches  ...  ...  8 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Defective  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  \ ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Absence  of  inspection  chamber  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Breach  of  Factories  Act,  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Absence  of  sufficient  light 1 

Defective  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Defective  plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Defective  sink  surround  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  water  closet  cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  sink  waste  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Defective  chimney  stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

■ Defective  pointing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dirty  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  of  manure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  door  locks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ Leaking  water  supply  cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Breach  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

TnsuLcient  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

322 

The  following  is  a list  of  complaints  received  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Surveyor  in  Council  property : — 

Defective  fireplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Defective  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Defective  door  locks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  clothes  posts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Defective  baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Washers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Defective  wash  boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Defective  hearth  tiles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  draining  boards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  stairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  gates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pointing  required  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  water  supply  cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  ovens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Leaking  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Threshes  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  downpipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Broken  mantleshelves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  gas  boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Leaking  gas  pipes  38 

Defective  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 
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Defective  skirting  boards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  hot  water  geysers  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Broken  electric  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  taps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Defective  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  water  closet  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Broken  plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Broken  damper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 . 

Defective  doorstep  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Choked  rainwater  and  sink  waste  gullies  ...  ...  5 

Defective  pathways  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fences  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


SECTION  F 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  hv 
Council  employees  under  my  direction  and  supervision  with 
the  Council’s  own  motor  vehicles. 

Two  vehicles  are  used  for  this  purposes,  one  seven  cubic 
yard  “Karrier  Bantam”  and  one  seven  cubic  yard  “ Dennis.” 
The  importance  of  modern  dustless  loading  vehicles  cannot 
be  over-stressed  and  in  this  respect  Hprbury  is  now  well  to 
the  fore. 


H or  bury  lief  use  Collection  Vehicles 


* 
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A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  The  approximate  number  of  receptacles 
for  which  the  Department  is  responsible  for  cleansing  is 
2,522  ashbins,  7 ashpits,  18  pail  closets,  8 privies,  and  9 
cesspools. 

The  whole  of  the  township’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Sand  and  Gravel  Tip,  Horbury 
Junction,  with  the  exception  of  small  quantities  from  the 
pail  closets,  etc.,  which  are  disposed  on  farm  land  for 
manurial  purposes.  A small  destructor  is  situated  on  this 
tip  and  old  bedding,  dead  animals,  etc.,  are  disposed  of  here. 

Labour  difficulties  owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  absence  of 
workmen  owing  to  sickness,  and  the  introduction  of  the  five 
day  working  week  have  been  major  problems  interrupting 
the  smooth  running  of  the  cleansing  organisation.  Never- 
theless, a decided  improvement  in  the  spirit  of  the  workmen 
has  been  noticed  and  it  is  only  by  good  team  work  that  our 
problems  have  been  overcome. 

During  the  year  considerable  trouble  was  experienced 
with  fire  on  Addingford  Refuse  Tip  which  is  composed  of 
house  and  trade  refuse  tipped  in  an  old  stone  quarry,  and 
was  commenced  some  forty  years  ago,  no  tipping  having 
been  carried  out  during  the  last  two  years. 

The  tip  now  forms  a bank  some  350  feet  long,  70  feet 
deep,  and  122  feet  wide.  The  main  exposed  face  which  is 
set  an  angle  giving  approximately  100  feet  in  depth  by  350 
feet  in  length  and  one  end  face  with  a slope  giving  a depth 
of  approximately  80  feet  and  a length  of  60  feet  are  the 
sections  concerned,  having  what  appears  to  be  a deep  seated 
fire. 

The  tip  itself  is  situated  in  an  elevated  position  on  a 
finder  of  land,  facing  in  a south-westerly  direction,  the  river 
Calder  running  in  a valley  approximately  five  hundred  yards 
distant. 

Fire  was  noted  on  this  tip  some  eight  years  ago  when 
the  National  Fire  Service  trenched  near  the  bottom  of  the 
race  and  relayed  water  through  pumps  to  the  point.  Unfor- 
tunately, they  were  unable  to  rmich  the  seat  of  the  fire,  only 
blackening  the  surface,  the  object  being  achieved  of  covering 
firelight  which  could  be  seen  from  the  air.  It  has  been  on 
fire  more  or  less  continuously  since. 
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On  the  7th  October  lire  was  observed  on  the  tip,  the 
fencing-  was  reinforced,  and  warning  notices  posted.  On  the 
18th  October  work  commenced  on  the  top  surface  of  the  tip 
and  the  innermost  fissure  was  opened  to  a trench  3 feet  and 
6 feet  deep,  the  bottom  of  the  trench  being  sealed  with  sand 
to  prevent  further  spread  of  surface  lire.  Temperature 
readings  were  taken  in  the  trench  and  it  was  found  that  the 
outside  trench  wall  was  180°F.  and  the  inside  wall  was 
100°F.  On  the  following  day  the  inside  trench  wall  was 
found  to  be  cool  and  borings  taken  two  yards  farther  back 
from  the  trench  were  found  to  be  cool  at  a depth  of  15  feet. 

Temperature  readings  were  also  taken  on  the  main  front 
face  approximately  8 feet  from  the  bottom  slope,  the  average 
temperature  along  a 250  foot  front  being  1150°F.,  the  tem- 
perature being  taken  at  a point  three  feet  inside  the  fe^m 
Similar  readings  on  the  end  face  showed  a temperature  of 
800 °F.  Experiments  were  carried  out  with  solid  blocks  of 
carbon  dioxide  25  lbs.  in  weight,  the  first  being  inserted 
above  where  the  temperature  readings  were  being'  recorded 
at  1150°F.  A second  block  was  inserted  approximately 
three  feet  deep  and  three  feet  in  a horizontal  plane  from  the 
point  of  the  temperature  readings.  The  temperature  showed 
no  reduction  in  the  first  ten  minutes  and  the  point  at  which 
the  block  was  inserted  on  the  horizontal  plane  was  re-opened 
with  the  surprising  results  that  the  C02  block  had  not 
evaporated  and  showed  no  appreciable  difiference  in  size 
(solid  C02  resembles  water  ice  that  has  a temperature  of 
— 110°F.  and  is  therefore  142°  colder  than  ice).  Temperature 
reading's  were  taken  at  the  main  face  where  the  first  block 
had  been  inserted.  These  showed  a reduction  to  640°F.  and 
the  block  could  not  be  traced  on  opening  although  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  opening  owing  to  loose  ashes  falling 
immediately  into  the  boring. 

On  October  20th  the  surface  was  opened  where  the 
third  block  was  inserted  and  this  was  found  to  be  con- 
siderably cooler  without  actual  evidence  of  fire.  The  points 
at  which  the  first  and  third  blocks  were  inserted  were  also 
re-opened  and  actual  fire  was  found. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  whilst  this  treatment 
reduced  the  temperature  for  a period  at  the  point  of  inser- 
tion on  the  main  face  and  on  the  top  surface,  it  did  not  give 
the  desired  objective  and  \ am  of  the  opinion  that  further 
experiments  are  warranted  in  tracing  whether  the  C02  tends 
to  rfse  or  fall  in  the  mass,  whether  it  is  advisable  to  me 
C02  as  a block  or  crushed  powder,  and  whether  or  not  it  is 
effective  as  an  extinguisher  onlv  to  a certain  degree  of  heat. 
If  a cheap  and  effective  method  of  preventing  or  controlling 
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tip  hres  by  this  method  is  possible  it  will  prove  a tremen- 
dous help  to  many  local  authorities. 

Following  this  experiment  the  tip  was  treated  with 
water  and  limestone  dust.  Water  used  by  itself  will  not 
extinguish  a tip  fire  and  may  even  tend  to  increase  the  fire 
at  a later  date. 

More  than  2,000,000  gallons  of  water  were  pumped  1,000 
feet  from  the  river  dam  and  40  tons  of  limestone  dust  were 
used. 

The  intensive  heat  near  the  base  of  the  tip  caused 
numerous  explosions  as  the  jet  of  water  cut  into  the  mass. 
Bottles  taken  out  from  a depth  of  three  feet  after  the 
treatment  had  melted  into  fantastic  shapes.  Penetrations 
were  made  up  to  20  feet  in  an  effort  to  reach  the  seat  of  the 
fire  and  whilst  it  was  by  no  means  extinguished  the  mass 
of  the  tip  has  cooled  and  the  limestone  dust  has  had  a con- 
siderable sealing  effect.  Regular  visits  have  been  made  two 
or  three  times  ner  week  since  this  treatment  and  no  surface 
fire  has  been  found  during  the  past  nine  months  although 
two  very  small  explosions  occurred  on  the  surface. 

The  whole  of  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Cleansing 
staff  apart  from  the  hire  and  operation  of  a 390-550  gallons 
per  minute  trailer  pump.  The  co-operation  of  a local  firm 
in  this  matter  was  very  much  appreciated. 


A d (ling ford  Tip  shomng  a section  of  the  nunn  face 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1948-49 

£ 

s. 

d. 

New  Vehicle 

• • » • • • 

...  970 

0 

0 

Wages  ... 

...  ... 

...  1940 

0 

0 

Insurance 

0 <•  » • • • 

16 

0 

0 

Licences 

• • • • • • 

55 

0 

0 

Petrol  and  oils 

...  ... 

...  131 

0 

0 

Rent,  rates  and  water 

...  ... 

12 

0 

0 

Repairs  and  renewals 

...  ... 

...  232 

0 

0 

Hired  haulage  ... 

...  ... 

77 

0 

0 

Disinfectants  ... 

...  ... 

10 

0 

0 

Tipping  charges 

... 

17 

0 

0 

Sundries 

...  ... 

14 

0 

0 

Protective  clothing,  etc. 

...  ... 

22 

0 

0 

Tools  and  equipment 

... 

55 

0 

0 

3551 

0 

0 

Less  Credits  from  salvage  ... 

... 

...  185 

2 

9 

£3365 

17 

3 

WEIGHTS  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE 


Month 

Ashpits 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q. 

Ashbins 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q. 

Total  W’ girt 
T.  C.  Q. 

April  

47 

34 

0 

0 

8950 

130 

12 

0 

164 

12 

0 

May 

49 

36 

15 

0 

11443 

156 

19 

0 

193 

14 

0 

June 

31 

7 

15 

0 

8759 

127 

13 

0 

135 

8 

0 

July 

32 

8 

0 

0 

10876 

180 

10 

0 

188 

10 

0 

August 

43 

10 

15 

0 

9366 

137 

6 

0 

148 

1 

0 

September 

38 

9 

10 

0 

8485 

119 

18 

0 

129 

8 

0 

October 

48 

12 

0 

0 

10766 

185 

0 

0 

197 

0 

0 

November 

39 

9 

15 

0 

8303 

139 

16 

0 

149 

11 

0 

December 

34 

9 

5 

0 

7968 

190 

10 

0 

199 

15 

0 

January 

39 

22 

10 

0 

8996 

136 

16 

0 

159 

6 

a 

February 

28 

7 

0 

0 

12060 

214 

13 

0 

221 

13 

0 

March 

34 

8 

10 

0 

8216 

153 

3 

0 

161 

13 

0 

4 53 

I 

175 

15 

0 

114188 

i 

1872 

16 

0 

2048 

1 

11 

0 

9 ■ 


SECTION  G 
SALVAGE 


A record  sale  of  salvage  valued  £77 6 was  recorded  for 
this  year,  although  the  actual  profit  of  £185  2s.  9d.  was  £55 
less  than  the  previous  year  owing  to  increased  wages  and 
costs. 

The  value  of  waste  paper  increased  by  £56  and  the  sale 
of  bottles  and  jars  is  now  non-existent.  During  March  a 
four-day  salvage  drive  was  held  and  1 was  fortunate  in 
obtaining  a good  market  for  bottles  and  jars  before  the 
increased  manufacture  of  new  ones  caused  the  slump  in  this 
section  of  salvage. 

The  drive  was  very  successful;  large  notices  were  posted 
throughout  the  district  prior  to  the  collection;  an 
announcement  was  made  over  the  wireless  relay  system  and 
a radio  van  was  engaged  to  travel  in  front  of  the  collection 
vehicle  which  visited  every  street  in  the  district. 

The  following  table  of  cost  and  income  shows  a profit 
of  £27  19s.  2d. 


Salvage  Drive- 

—March  18th,  1 9th f 20th,  22nd, 

1948 

Cost — 

£ s. 

d. 

Wages,  petrol, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

26  17 

2 

Radio  Van 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

11  0 

0 

Advertisements 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 2 

0 

40  19 

2 

Income — 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Wraste  Paper  ... 

3 

0 0 

19 

2 

6 

Rags 

... 

14  0 

13 

10 

0 

Books  ... 

1 

0 0 

10 

0 

0 

Scrap  Metal  ... 

2 

0 0 

4 

10 

0 

Bottles 

185  dozen 

12 

4 

4 

Jars 

191  £ dozen 

9 

11 

6 

68 

18 

4 

Less  Cost  ... 

40 

19 

2 

Total  Profit  ... 

£27 

19 

2 

26 


Paper  and  cardboard  have  always  been  the  mainstay  of 
salvage  collections,  and  a special  collection  is  made  from 
factories  and  shops  each  week.  The  salvage  depot  is  situated 
in  the  Council  Yard  and  here  the  paper  is  carefully  sorted 
for  contraries  such  as  metal,  glass,  string,  tarred  paper, 
etc.,  which  cause  damage  to  the  pulp  mills.  It  is  then  baled 
in  a metal  paper  baling  machine,  each  bale  being  securelv 
bound  by  four  wire  strands.  Each  bale  weighs  more  than 
one  hundredweight  and  these  are  loaded  on  to  a vehicle  for 
tiansport  to  the  board  mills  at  Warrington.  Here  the 
Paper  is  pulped  and  after  various  processes  is  returned  to 
industry  as  plaster  boards,  cartons,  etc. 


Paper  bales  being  loaded  on  to  vehicle  at  the  Council  Yard  for  transport 

to  the  Board  Mills 


During  recent  months,  local  authorities  dealing  with 
paper  mills  have  found  difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  waste 
paper,  but  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the  board 
mills  who  had  an  uninterrupted  outlet  for  waste  paper  long 
before  the  war  and  it  is  indeed  fortunate  that  I was  able  to 
change  our  outlet  to  the  board  mills  some  three  vears  asro 
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At  the  present  moment  there  is  confusion  in  the  waste 
paper  world.  The  Board  of  Trade  insist  that  waste  paper 
collections  should  continue  and  are  of  vital  importance,  and 
on  the  other  hand  the  statutory  obligation  of  local  authori- 
ties to  continue  the  work  has  been  removed.  In  the  absence 
of  a jclear  lead  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  both  the 
merchants  and  the  local  authorities  regarding  the  disposal  of 
waste  paper  and  a guarantee  of  financial  soundness  it  is 
understandable  that  some  authorities  have  abandoned  col- 
lections altogether  and  unless  this  lead  is  quickly  given  more 
will  do  so. 

As  far  as  Horbury  is  concerned  waste  paper  will  be 
collected  and  salvaged  as  long  as  it  is  a sound  financial 
proposition.  A financial  credit,  no  matter  how  small,  is 
always  a welcome  sight  in  local  government  estimates  and 
the  Department  is  anxious  to  collect  the  maximum  amount 
of  waste  paper  to  keep  this  credit. 


The  following 

shows  a progressive 

income  from  salvage 

Year 

Tons 

V alue 

£s 

1940 

74 

243 

1941 

70 

298 

1942 

...  ' ...  107 

580 

1943 

122 

561 

1944 

176 

617 

1945 

114 

450 

1946 

129 

563 

1947 

158 

707 

1948 

161 

776 

1111 

4795 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

...  83 

3 1 

529 

14 

8 

Rags 

1 

1 2 

18 

17 

9 

Kitchen  Waste 

...  62 

0 1 

92 

2 

3 

Bottles  and  [ars  ... 

2 

19  2 

29 

16 

9 

Scrap  Metal 

12 

2 2 

28 

19 

3 

161  * 

7 0 

699 

10 

8 

Plus  Kitchen  Waste 

and  paper 

bonus  received 

from  the  Board 

of  Trade 

... 

76 

9 

4 

£776 

0 

0 
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SALVAGE  ANALYSIS 


W aste 
Paper 

T.  0.  Q. 

Kitchen 
Waste  | 

T.  C.  Q. 

Rags 

T.  C. 

I 

1 

Q. 

•1 

Scrap 

Metal 

T.  C.  Q.  1 

1 

Bottles 
& -Jars 
T.  C.  Q. 

April 

10  11 

1 

4 

11 

2 

3 

2 

2 

14 

o 

15 

0 

May 

9 14 

0 

6 

4 

0 

3 

2 

1 

14 

0 1 

15 

0 

J une 

5 

9 

0 

5 

0 

July 

5 2 

2 

2 

18 

0 

3 

2 

1 

o 1 

7 

0 

August 

5 8 

1 

4 

15 

3 

1 

2 

1 

8 

o 1 

5 

0 

September  .. 

5 7 

0 

5 

10 

0 

2 

0 

8 

0 

October 

10  6 

0 

4 

12 

0 

November  ... 

4 7 

3 

4 

5 

0 

3 

2 

3 

0 

2 I 

4 

2 

December  ... 

10  14 

0 

6 

0 

0 

January 

5 13 

2 

6 

3 

2 

4 

0 

1 

13 

0 

February  ... 

5 6 

0 

5 

9 

2 

1 

12 

11  1 

M arch 

10  13 

0 

6 

2 

0 

1 

83  3 

1 

62 

! 

0 

1 

1 1 

2 

12 

2 

2 ! 

2 

19 

2 

Graph  showing  the  value  of  salvage  collected  from  the 
outbreak  of  war  to  the  present  day : — 


29 


SECTION  H 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
MILK  SUPPLY 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  milk  supply  for  the  district 
is  produced  locally,  either  in  the  Urban  District  or  the 
adjoining  rural  areas,  none  whatever  being  brought  in  by 
rail. 

The  supply  has  been  well  maintained  throughout  the 
year  and  the  quality  has  been  good. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cowkeepers, 
etc.,  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers  ...  6 

Number  of  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  accredited  producers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  registered  retail  purveyors  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  licenced  retail  purveyors  of  Pasteurised 

milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  licenced  retail  purveyors  of  tuberculin 

tested  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fifteen  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  and 
the  general  sanitary  conditions  and  cleanliness  of  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

A refrigerator  is  provided  at  one  of  the  farms  and  the 
milk  is  placed  in  churns  in  this  immediately  after  cooling. 
This  equipment  is  a great  asset  during  the  summer  months 
and  whilst  it  is  realised  that  such  a fitting  cannot  be 
operated  on  outlying  farms  there  are  a number  of  farms 
where  refrigerators  can  and  should  be  fitted. 


METHYLENE  BLUE  TEST 

Five  samples  of  ungraded  milk  from  purveyors  in  the 
district  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test.  Three  samples  satis- 
fied the  test  and  two  samples  were  unsatisfactory.  Further 
samples  were  taken  after  investigation  and  have  proved 
satisfactory. 


Seven  samples  of  graded  milk  were  taken  from  two 
designated  farms  in  the  district  and  five  proved  satisfactory. 

TESTS  FOR  THE  PRESENCE  OF  TUBERCLE  BACILLI 

All  samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tuber- 
culosis and  all  proved  negative. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS) 

ORDERS  1936  AND  1943 

Number  of  licenced  producers  “ Accredited  ” 

milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  granted  by  the 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

The  number  of  supplementary  licences  shows  an  Acreage 
'of  two  over  last  year  and  again  reflects  the  demand  by  the 
public  for  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk.” 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Licenced  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Registered  slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  1 

Owing  to  the  government  control  of  slaughtering  these 
premises  were  not  used  during  the  year  under  review.  A 
change  of  use  took  place  at  one  licenced  slaughterhouse  and 
this  is  now  a factory. 

Meat  allocated  and  inspected  aL  Wakefield  is  brought 
to  the  Co-operative  Slaughterhouse  in  Queen  Street.  This 
centre  is  used  as  a sub-allocation  point  where  each  butcher 
collects  his  allocation.  - Regular  visits  are  made  and  the 
meat  is  again  inspected  before  it  is  removed  to  the  shops. 

In  spite  of  the  attention  which  has  been  drawn  to  this 
vital  food  there  are  still  many  improvements  which  can  take 
place  in.  the  handling  .and  transport  of  meat.  The  vehicles 
transporting  meat  from  Wakefield,  whilst  far  from  ideal, 
have  without  doubt  improved,  but  carcases  and  offals  have 
from  time  to  time  been  delivered  in  anything  but  good 
condition.  The  proper  hanging  of  meat  , in  the  vehicles  and 
packing  of  English  offals  are  matters  which  deserve  more 
careful  and  urgent  consideration.  Transport  from  the 
Queen  Street  centre  to  the  shops  could  also  be  improved  and 
I look  forward  to  the  time  when  specially  constructed  metal 
barrows  with  proper  waterproof  and  dustproof  covers  are 
provided  for  this  purpose.  The  present  wooden  barrows 
with  hessian  sacking  covering  are  not  onlv  unhygienic,  but 
an  offensive  sight  in  a public  high  street.  I feel  most 
strongly  that  the  provision  of  two  such  barrows  as  part  of 
the  equipment  in  this  sub-centre  is  essential. 


31 


In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  any  seizure 
of  diseased  meat  or  unsound  food,  but  the  following,  which 
upon  examination  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  were  surrendered  to  me  and  destroyed: 

420  lbs.  beef. 

1  beast’s  udder — 3 lbs. 

1  sheep’s  pluck — 34  lbs. 

3 lbs.  chitterlings. 

4 lbs.  bacon. 

1 1 lb.  tin  stewed  steak. 

2 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins  Danish  Pork. 

1 6 lb.  tin  ox  tongues. 

4 tins  peas. 

3 tins  carrots. 

3 tin  soup. 

1 tin  tomato  juice. 

4 2 lb.  4 oz.  tins  tomatoes. 

1 tin  spaghetti. 

2 tins  salmon. 

2 tins  crayfish. 

1 tin  pilchards. 

10  lbs.  semolina. 

5 tins  Fruit  Cocktail. 

1 tin  grapefruit  and  sweet  orange  marmalade. 

1 1 lb.  tin  plum  jam. 

1 2 lb.  tin  syrup. 

1 tin  bitter  marmalade. 

3 packets  cereal  flakes. 

30  packets  sponge  pudding  mixture. 

6 tins  evaporated  milk. 

MEAT  AND  RETAIL  MEAT  VEHICLES 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Retail  meat  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


LIVESTOCK  (RESTRICTIONS  ON 
SLAUGHTERING)  ACT,  1940 

56  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  a licensed  slaughterhouse 
under  licence  from  the  Food  Office  and  examined  for  the 
owners. 

These  included  pigs  slaughtered  from  large  factory 
canteen  clubs. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

This  Act  is  strictly  observed  in  the  area  and  a humane 
killer  is  used  for  the  slaughter  of  all  pigs. 

SECTION  I 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

During  the  year  1948  the  following  samples  were  pur- 
chased in  the  district  by  the  County  Inspector  and  submitted 
for  analysis  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act : — 


Genuine 

Milk 

Adulterated 

Drue's 

Genuine  Adulterated 

1 

1 

1 ' 

Other 

Genuine 

F oods 

Ad  altered 

20 

1 

2 

0 

4 

0 

REGISTRATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Potted, 

Preserved  and  Pressed  Foods  ...  ...  ...  7, 

Number  registered  for  sale  and  manufacture  of 

ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  15 

BAKEHOUSES 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Twenty  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year.  Co-operation  from  the  owners  of  these  premises  has 
again  been  good  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  give  the 
public  a clean  and  wholesome  food. 

The  increasing  amount  of  machinery  used  in  bakehouses 
today  is  a welcome  step  forward  and  provided  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained  with  both  workers  and 
machines  a good  food  can  be  produced  which  is  untouched 
by  hand.  Progress  is  being  made  in  the  forming  of  legisla- 
tion to  make  the  wrapping  of  bread  compulsory.  This 
would  prove  valuable  from  the  retailer’s  point  of  view 
especially  where  bread  is  displayed  on  open  counters  and 
liable  to  contamination  by  dirt  and  flies. 
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Ph otogra  ph 


of  inside  a 


modern 


bakehouse 


in  Horbury. 
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FISH  FRYERS 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Forty-two  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  and  a high 
standard  is  maintained. 

All  the  shops  are  fitted  with  modern  cooking  ranges  and 
have  separate  preparation  rooms  and  store  rooms.  The 
quality  of  the  food  sold  has  been  good  and  no  nuisance 
complaints  have  been  received. 

Several  structural  alterations  have  been  carried  out  with 
a view  to  improving  conditions. 

ICE  CREAM 

Ice  cream  is  manufactured  at  three  premises,  two  by  the 
Hot  Mix  method,  and  one  by  the  Cold  Mix  method. 

These  premises  have  been  visited  regularly  and  samples 
taken. 

SECTION  J 
FACTORIES 

52  mechanical  factories  and  30  non-mechanical  factories 
are  on  the  register  in  the  district  composed  of  the  following 


Mechanical : — 

Woollen  and  Worsted  Manufacturers  4 
Mungo  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rag  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Railway  Wagon,  Motor  Body  builders 

and  repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Oil  Mills  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dye  Works  ...  ...  • ...  ...  ...  1 

Athletic  Goods  Manufacturers  ...  ...  1 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Printers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Engineers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Builders  and  contractors  ...  ...  5 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  ..."  7 

Spring  makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boot  repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Leather  curriers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Motor  engineers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Motor-cover  makers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wool  cutters  for  rugs  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tinsmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wire  workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


52 
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Non-mechanical : — 

Printers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Painters  and  decorators  ...  ...  ...  5 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ..v  ...  2 

Jailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Boot  repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plumbers  and  Sanitary  Engineers  ...  3 

Milliners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Upholsterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rag  sorters  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Leather  Goods  Workers  ...  ...  ...  1 

French  Polishers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dress  Makers'  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rug  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Ninety  inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  and  the  following  defects  dealt  with: — 

Insufficient  water  closet  accommodation  ...  3 

Insufficient  light  in  water  closet  building  ...  5 

Lack  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

The  dining  rooms  in  the  large  factories  have  been  well 
used  during  the  year  and  the  kitchen  waste  collected  regularly. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  water  closet 
accommodation  and  in  three  factories  a number  of  new  pedestal 
water  closets  basins  with  individual  flushing  cisterns  were 
provided. 

TENTS,  VANS,  AND  SHEDS 

There  is  one  Bluebird  Cruiser  four-berth  trailer  caravan 
situated  at  Spring  End,  Horbury.  The  necessary  licence  is  in 
force  and  conditions  are  satisfactory. 


SECTION  K 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in 
connection  with  the  residential  and  business  premises  in  the 
district  are  on  the  water  carriage  system  with  the  exception 
of  the  small  number  of  15  privies  and  4 pail  closets  which  at 
the  present  time  are  inconvertible  owing  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  situated  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district  where  sufficient 
sewers  are  not  available. 
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The  total  number  of  water  closets  in  use  in  the  district  is 
approximately  2,492. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  a nine-year-old  boy, 
whilst  trespassing,  fell  into  the  sedimentation  tank  at  the 
sewage  works.  Two  days  later  he  became  ill  and  paratyphoid 
was  diagnosed. 

A sample  of  the  sediment  from  this  tank  was  submitted  to 
the  County  Laboratory  and  proved  positive.  In  order  to  try 
to  trace  the  source  of  infection  special  tests  were  carried  out 
on  the  effluent  passing  through  the  final  manholes  to  the  four 
main  sewers  entering  the  sewage  works.  This  was  done  by 
inserting  prepared  cotton  wool  in  gauze  bags  in  the  actual  flow 
of  sewage  in  the  manholes,  removing  them  after  three  days, 
and  submitting  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  testing. 

Three  of  these  samples  proved  negative  and  one  positive. 
The  positive  sample  was  that  taken  from  the  main  36"  sewer 
which  drains  the  centre  of  Horbury  and  passes  down  Clunter- 
gate  to  the  sewage  works.  Further  tests  were  carried  out  on 
the  manholes  on  this  sewer,  and  whilst  the  suspected  area  was 
considerably  reduced,  the  final  source  was  not  actually  found. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  three  public  conveniences  for  males  and  one  for 
females  in  addition  to  those  provided  in  the  public  parks. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  nuisances 
are  still  being  committed  by  certain  members  of  the  public. 
It  is  surprising  how  public  conveniences  attract  persons  who 
delight  in  breaking  windows,  damaging  wood  fittings, 
disfiguring  walls,  and  ignoring  the  purpose  for  which  water 
closet  basins  are  provided. 

These  conveniences  are  washed  and  brushed  out  every 
morning,  a service  which  is  indeed  essential. 

SECTION  L 
HOUSING 

During  the  year  25  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  district, 
20  Council  houses,  and  5 private  houses. 

This  all-important  question  of  housing  has  again  been  a 
major  problem  to  the  Council  and  in  particular  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Housing  Committee. 

Every  member  of  the  Council,  officials,  and  residents,  have 
one  common  objective — to  get  the  houses  erected  and  occupied. 

The  new  Manor  Fields  estate  is  prepared  in  readiness  for 
the  building  of  more  than  250  houses.  Road,  sewers,  and 
services  are  laid.  As  far  as  Government  restrictions  will 
Glow,  contracts  have  been  advertised  and  tenders  accepted  by 
the  the  local  authority,  but  before  building  can  progress 
permission  for  the  loan  of  the  money  must  be  obtained. 
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Hear  view 


of  insanitary 


dwelling 


Hear  view  of  modern  Conned  House 
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Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry,  but  from  here 
negotiations  swing  back  and  forth  and  meanwhile  the  fine 
building  weather  arrives  and  passes.  4 his  must  indeed  be 
difficult  for  the  people  to  understand  who  are  living  in  over- 
crowded and  insanitary  homes,  for  the  young  married  people 
who  have  never  known  the  pride  and  pleasure  of  their  own 
home.  Each  year  which  these  conditions  must  be  tolerated 
magnifies  the  difficulties  and  further  frays  the  tempers. 
“ Speed  ” is  the  key  word — let  us  hope  and  work  to  this  end 
during  the  forthcoming  year. 

From  the  foregoing  photograph,  which  was  taken  during 
the  course  of  inspection,  will  be  seen  two  houses  forming  one 
typical  insanitary  building.  The  perished  stone  and  brickwork 
can  be  clearly  seen,  and  in  sections  there  are  holes  large 
enough  to  put  one’s  arm  through.  The  roofs  are  formed  of 
heavy  stone  slabs,  the  main  timbers  are  unsafe,  and  during  wet 
weather  the  rainwater  runs  down  the  inside  walls  and  forms 
pools  on  the  floors,  which  are  themselves  rotted.  The  down- 
pipes  and  eavesgutters  are  broken  ; in  parts  they  are  non- 
existent. The  amenities  are  practically  nil  and  washing  has 
to  be  carried  out  in  dark,  dismal  sculleries  without  proper 
means  of  heating,  sinks,  etc.  Compare  this  with  the  modern 
Council  house  in  the  next  photograph  and  further  comments 
will  not  be  necessary. 


SECTION  M 
PETROLEUM  ACTS 

There  are  24  premises  in  the  Urban  District  licensed  either 
for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  or  mixtures  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  Consolidation  Act,  1928, 
viz.,  22  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit,  and  2 for  the  storage 
of  cellulose  paint. 

20  of  the  licensed  premises  store  the  spirit  .in  under- 
ground steel  tanks  fitted  with  pumps,  while  on  the  remaining 
premises  the  spirit  or  mixtures  are  kept  in  steel  drums  stored 
in  specially  constructed  fire-proof  above-ground  stores. 

CANAL  BOATS 

In  accordance  with  Part  10  of  the  Public  Plealth  Act,  1936, 
1 herewith  submit  my  report  on  the  administration  of  the  said 
Act  and  Regulations  for  the  year  1948. 


No  canal  boat  is  registered  in  the  Urban  District,  the  part 
of  the  canal  passing  through  the  district  being  only  a few 
hundred  yards  and  situated  at  the  extreme  boundary  of  our 
area.  During  periodical  visits  to  the  canal  banks  only  day 
boats  were  seen,  i.e.,  boats  that  are  not  used  as  dwellings  which 
carry  cargoes  of  coal,  etc.,  only  short  distances.  The  number 
of  boats  passing  through  the  district  has  not  increased. 

Inspection  is  a difficult  matter  as  the  boats  do  not  stop  on 
our  portion  of  the  canal  for  the  discharge  of  cargoes  or  other 
pu  rposes. 


SECTION  N 
PESTOLOGY 

8 complaints  were  received  concerning  infestations  of 
houses  with  bed  bugs  and  cockroaches. 

Various  treatments  were  carried  out  including  the  use  of 
D.D.T.  (dichloro-dephenyl  trichloroethem)  5 per  cent,  spray, 
Neocid  Dust,  and  Gammexane  smoke  generators. 

The  results  in  each  case  were  very  satisfactory. 

DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES 

The  disinfection  of  all  premises  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease  is  carried  out  after  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  or  after  recovery  if  nursed  at  home,  the 
method  used  being  with  Formaldehyde  vapour. 

Premises  are  also  disinfected  after  deaths  from  other 
causes  upon  written  request  being  made. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 

Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  death  from 

other  diseases  or  causes  ...  ...  ...  4 

Schools  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


SECTION  O 
RATS  AND  MICE 

The  number  of  individual  complaints  received  was  21, 
15  concerning  rats  and  6 concerning  mice.  In  all  the  cases  the 
premises  were  inspected  and  action  taken. 

During  May  a 10  per  cent,  treatment  was  carried  out  on 
the  Council’s  sewers.  9 manholes  were  prebaited  with 
sausage  rusk  on  two  consecutive  days  and  4 complete  takes 
were  recorded.  Accordingly,  a mixture  of  sausage-  rusk  and 
10  per  cent,  arsenious  oxide  was  laid  at  each  of  these  points, 
4 complete  takes  being  recorded.  In  July  a test  treatment  was 
carried  out,  prebait  only  being  used.  18  manholes  were 
prebaited,  1 complete  and  4 part  takes  being  recorded! 
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During  September  a maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers 
was  carried  out  involving  28  manholes.  In  this  case  the  poison 
used  was  zinc  phosphide  and  3 complete  takes  were  observed. 

The  number  of  surface  infestations  was  much  the  same  as 
in  the  previous  year,  the  main  difficulties  being  the  small  pig 
and  poultry  keepers. 

The  following  photograph  shows  some  of  these  difficulties. 
The  sow  is  lying  asleep  near  the  entrance  to  the  piggery, 
which  is  partly  constructed  of  wood  and  part  brick,  the  floor 
construction,  also  the  light,  ventilation  and  drainage  are  poor. 
In  the  yard  itself  will  be  observed  straw  and  miscellaneous 
collections  of  rubbish.  These  two  items  provide  nesting 
material  and  shelter,  whilst  an  ample  supply  of  foodstuffs  can 
be  obtained  in  the  pig-feeding  troughs  and  spillages. 


The  only  lasting  solution  to  disinfestation  in  such  cases  is 
the  complete  rebuilding  and  redesigning  of  the  piggery,  which 
in  these  times  is  a lengthy  and  expensive  procedure. 

PERSONAL 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  to  my  assistant, 
Mr.  R.  Burfield,  for  the  conscientious  and  loyal  manner  in 
which  he  has  carried  out  the  duties  assigned  to  him.  I also 
thank  all  the  other  officers  to  the  Council  who  have  at  all 
times  proved  helpful  and  loyal  colleagues. 
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My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Foreman  and  members  of 
the  outside  Staff  for  their  loyal  work  during  the  year. 

I am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  RICH  LEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent . 
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